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Ohio. Sorry, Benny 


In our list 


August 
bergers address incorrect. It should have 


The Sauk 
the 
concert for the personnel of the Cristiani 


Circus 


cert 


EDITORIAL 


Some time ago, we adopted a new Constitution and 
By-Laws for CHS. Among the things contained in the By- 
Laws, was a system to be carried out in the bi-annual election 
of officers. To our great regret, this has not worked out as 
we had hoped it would. In the process of nominating for the 
3 offices, only the nominations for Vice-President and Sec’y- 
Treasurer worked out. In the matter of nominations for 
President, we had a number of names. However, it being the 
rule that anyone named must be contacted and that that 
person must accept the nomination, left us with but one 
nominee. It is no secret that Harry Simpson contacted a 
number of members who were on the list. However, we 
found that the same persons had received nominations for 
all 3 offices, so that after accepting for the office where the 
most nominations had been listed, there was our ONE nom- 
inee for president. After a bit of further writing and tele- 
phoning, it was decided that only the one name would go 
on the bailot along with a blank to give each of you an op- 
portunity to express your desire if you favor another person. 


To say the least, we are sorry that this system did not 
work. We know that a lot of work and thought went into 
the writing of the new Constitution and By-Laws, and that 
we felt we had a good thing. NOW, if you have any ideas 
about an amendment to the By-Laws, which will clear up the 
nomination procedure, please write to us. We want to get 
your opinions, and we want everything to run like clockwork 
in two years when the next election will take place. 


CORRECTION 


f new members in the July 
Benjamin Kron 


WANTED 


issue, we had 


1069 East 176th Street, Cleveland 


for 


— 1902 and 


County Circus Band 
Poul Luckey 


1903 


under 


Write 
AGNES W 
and also did the night ring con . O. Box 235 


on July 14 


played 


direction of 
KING 


in Baraboo 


The 


John Robinson Route Books 


Richmond Indiana 
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Convention Highlights and Side Lights 





GROUP OF MEMBERS ON STEPS OF ELKS CLUB — FORMER AL RINGLING HOME 


TI N l attraction at the Con of the Circus Hall of Fame in Sar 
vention, was naturally the Museum ta. Bill told u me very amu 
Winn and the Board of Direc ing storie ind showed himself t 


tor veral 1 whom re CHS De 1 very valuable and enthusia 
member ire ft t conaratulate tic nember f CHS 

the quality tr the exhibit ING VV ¢ ion t dare quote John Kel 
the quantity of people wt ley ddr it the banquet, nor 
re ittending. The 100,000 mart me t hj ft the record remark: 
Ww reacned in August when we conversed with him. bu, 
WV were ple ed t e¢ A T u wh have met John 

f ert Hall Hallie Olstadt Mr know that he | ) very entertain 
ind Mr Art Ahrensmver Col ing gentieman. His enthusiasm for 
William W Noarrimore Jim Me the World Museum of the Circu 










Robert Mr nd Mr lack Guill i! econd to none. Where else will 
lack Painter. Mr md Mr lonn u find ar ctogenarian with the 
Holle, the Dunw famil rase nm both current events and 
Charl Fairchild f Parkinson the event f the past, and wh 
f bert weet th f in n famil na tTme eneray ind the rqanizoa 
whom we had not met at CH! tior ility that John Kells ha 
convention before ‘ { ’ wish that 1 , 

55 member f CHS were pre u j } f en at the annuol 
ent at the Convention and ets: per Dusir Y ! it wa the best 

ns were present at the banquet ever ne wa low 
This is the largest number of mem ut expressing hi r her opinion 
ber ittending, but we have |! ind in makina suaqaestions for the 
larger banquet when their were bettermer f CH 
more invite juest The Editor f the Bandwagon 

Dorot! Yan Epy eal! et WO especially pleased te hear 
ting with it he was really busy Dick Conover expre himselt 
howing the wiv round the torcetully in the matter f reviews 
tote of Wisconsir and in her wn tT circus now n the road. Please 
words Enjoys every meeting mor read ni irticle ibout Mill Bro: 
than the last il § mith Phot Circu ind his comments preced 

mee ? Charter CHS members Don Smith and Bette Leonard discuss Ing It 
ecror exhibits at the Circus World Museum. Detailed minut t the fficial 
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24 sheet poster erected on site of Ringling Bros. 
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Fred Pfening discusses details of band 
Paul Luckey and John M. Kelley, in Mr. 
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and banquet 
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Luncheon } 
The 


d for by Paul Luckey, were « 


WO 
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it wit? 


vv 


with 


member 


Lewi 


Mr 


mer ) i ut 


n Smith Phot 


Chappie Fox and Fred Pfening enjoy some circus popcorn. 


and grandchildren. Your 
visiting again Mrs 
and talking for the first tim 
Ahrensmeyer and Mrs. Hughes 


in a typical Conley 
euver, arrived in time for the banquet 
jeparted long afterwards. He 
with him prizes for a drawing by 
members and also a gift for the Museum 
to be presented on behalf of CHS 


gardaens 
enjoyed with 


Goldquist 
with Mrs 


her Dr. Conley, man 


and not 


brought 

L¢ rd 
oble ti 

ory Ci 

K asisk 


1 Bette n were 
ottend 
nventi One of the outstanding events of the 
whole convention was the presentation by 
the Cr Circus Band of a Con 
cert. This was held in the Courthouse 
Square directly across from the Hotel. 
and was enjoyed by members and towns 
people alike. Paul Luckey a lot 
tf credit for this as the Band has had a 
very busy schedule this summer. Our own 
Frank Van Epps is a member of the band. 
Bob Kitto of CHS member Charlie 


Kitto, augmented the band 


Hats off! The cap worn by Merle Evans 
directing the Ringling band in 
1934 was presented by Mitch and Dor 

thy G the name of Circus His 
rical Society, to John Kelley for exhibi 
it the World Museum of the Circus 
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Wally Ahlberg visits with Plato Troupe, 
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The cap was enclosed in a hermetically introducing Jonn Kelley a peaker of 


| ge TES RE = 
sealed case » that it will always retain Bs the evening, and other Bob King with 
tl Lig > - rt ; 
its pristine glory : the tance f young Miss Dunwoody 
If those wn ittended wondered woaat ind young Mi Grover handled the 





happened to those large picture card irawing. The Hotel went all out for the 
that Steve Seipp was passing around, we Banquet and the food was delicious and 
can give you the answer. They were ent tre el ¢ ellent 
? a C ? , r 
to Dr. Che te rn yt t r | | Many t ir members were quest it 
Ind Harold Gorsuct r Vay! — Ui the homs f John Kelley where they were 
These tw were prevented Dy Itlin rronm privileged t ina — f John’s trea 
coming to the Convention after they had we 
planned t | know Dr. Hoyt join : 
with Harold in thanking you for your T he 1uK County Museum opened it 
ignature A| thank to Steve Seipr }OOF ror ur member Ind guests on 
for buying the card and circulatin iturday ifternoon, and quite a few 
them around people took advantage of the invitation 
An important sidelight of the Museum Mitch Gorrow Phot We wert rry to hear of the iline 
activitte Ind naturally ) very impor Merle Evans Cap, worn in 1934, presented f Poul Luckey n after the Convention 
tant part Tt ur convention wa the t if to Circus Lalli Mos ogy meow Dorothy and Paul i rt yvering at home atter a h 
of Barab: which wa faken Dy mM . pital tay WVe wish t gain express ul 
twenty-eiait of our member These ar than to Paul for all his help in arrang 
conducted by the Museum na ur pe it the riding Kristenser 1) tramy na tne Conventior ona ft expre ul 
ple were picked uf it the Hotel. taker rr ct WG ther ur editor part wish fOr a speedy recovery 
to the Museum, thence m the tour and ularly enjoyed the smal! anin NG —— , 
namie § the Lineal > ' re eee exhibit n the Museum around rq f iastaqdt | tt = mplimented 
} \ Dimnalin ; Bt , . = ror ni eTTort in Drinaing td Tap Tap 
iown were Rinalina and Gollmar home Amona tt e regular eer it the Cor 
the cemetery the Elk Clul Hous vention was Raymond White W hite mar downtown to hear the band con 
former home f Al Ringling ind the to all fu Whitey was the idest ut er if Tar ippreciated it very 
Al Ringling theatre Thi itter wa f town member attending the Conver MmUCt nd we were all pleased t eC 
very qrand spectas l¢ Ind till carrie }! rion Ind llway eem t enjOy every him there 
lir OTF past grandeur minute Tr it Thon! ick Pointer. for that im 
The free act it the Museum at the Chappie Fox ur vice president, acté promptu midnight unicycle ride in Bara 
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The Rise and Fall of the Great Carmo Circus 


By Jack Nibblett 


In all the annals of Enali h Circu t halt ana quarter fh : wended a7 ir ’ Circu , ‘+t tent 
History, there has never been a chronicle its wintry way up tr igh p uthern id | damaaed “NOW 
to match the extra-ordinary story of the countie f England t ird . bia id been repaired and wa used in 
Great Carmo Circu It is a story which Midiand city f Birmingham. Here lac tf the new tent. thi formin 


=) 


one imagines Circus proprietors gathered 1 hard er ie city centre the c table nd menagerie 


around their fires on winter evenina cus did 5 g busines At Blo ) | the circu taved I] 
> 4126 ( eq OQ 
with the snow flakes whirling past the Then came. disaster A mid-winter ummer and « reasonably good busi 
Ul j j | } \ i { ) 
window panes, frighten each other by nowstorm struck the city and before ne but the many debt till clouded 


the telling of it. A= big TOp ci uld be lowered, the weight the circu cene 
The Grea Carmo Circu Menaaerie ow tore the tent int ) tattered Th , " : 
oe ere was to be no winter tenting sea 
and Horse Show came into being in the } ' DON pierced | plintere 


‘ 


n for Carm Circus that year, but in 
early nineteen thirties. Carmo wa ; | 5 ummer the circus again 


inally a tage magician playing : \ } \daunted by built up ) season at Blackpool 


= ae , a ual a immediately R ' 
theatres of England with an unusual ¢ tl eats | Dut if Of G depression 


mo%mrner trent The nation wide Dut hicity 


7 CO wda lo | of o 
J ; U r : numoder onima 
which carries la ge u | WO poor for th 


disap resulting from. the now-wrecked tent 
circ ummer. The 


and featured such novelties oa os tent wa 
pearing elephant. Attracteda to the _ nene See Ore. ie era — 1g and wrestling, as well as cir 
cus world, he went into partnership with for a — it seemed as if the d | —e to boost tol ings, but 
Captain Bertram Mills in the late twen was a blessing in disguise ‘é ar performers proved t 

ties when Millis was just tarting hi But fate had ni tTinished with Tal 1od » leave Togoare 
tenting circus this being an entirely Great Carm and his circu Four day } ' iid farewell 

new venture stemming from the succe after the new tent had | » built 1 left the beasts became intract 
fyl circus seasons at London’s Olympia nm a morning wher } vere ind the n 1s never able 
Mills and Carmo were both highly in practicing in the ring, a larr ind them a 10 had done | 
dependent and individualistic personal was bserved licking uf ths came imp ible for Carm 


46 he partnershi did not last The alarm was aiven but ) fey 
ite pe the a r P bled . ) . ye " ' to surmount the mounting debts and the 
( ‘rtram iis assembied a strong tes the big ) was abdiaz an mic ; 
long ertran “¥ “* ; } ute big top w | } on nd poor busine The circus wo old up at 
_ >¢ 4 rc mme C rac l 1iona cir u ne O ) OM Pry P na ( : 7 c7¢ P ~ 
teady progra € tne cr ing tent YIMMAGg © the end of that summer f 1931. The 


4 


- 1e r S bearing hi narne vo : ‘e' Tal enhan re , 
acts and : 4 Cl a7 . vas the horse i eiepnant Pa f turned libertie ind the choo! horse went t 
~/ r one on iS WaOrVWY respec ed | ) ") ? Stree ' “rmir ? Wr . 
has flourishe 2 } ie f t run the treet Tt 1 the Tower Circu With them went Cap 
. > O ") resen ( eh } nn ~~ ‘ , . ‘ 
from that time to the p ‘ burning canvas fa the tain Ankner. Mary the elephant was sold 


Co ry 1 


Carmo had also mustered a first rat lions cag ) German circus, whilst the lions went 
,O QD . . ’ wt han . 4 : 
programme. He had a dazzling personal an e demented bea , wo") in Eng ’ \ uffer the sad 
, le 7 ftam, lar . _ 
ity in if gare, the lion trainer: ge inside their fiery er } fe t | ita vercome by petrol 
> ) ¢ Orse ) , ee ) ©) . by " ieee 
Ankner a famous horse traine fe. 4 efforts at forcible restraint, d closed garage, not : very 
Carollis riding act the Hanson Rre thers their CaQqge and dr Ve the rerritie } nag tte rward 
equilibrists; and members of a famou to safety in an empty cage wag ‘ Thr f th 
, ) Ud) Q I ‘ f Ve 
English circus family, the Scott t ed along side. There he stayed for hot nd of nine Carm } 
: end ( mn enave 
gether with other expensive Continental with them thing them and Te 
- . \ with immen dignity ilent and prou 
artistes and animals. The prospects | intment on their burn For ae ’ Id th | 
J J } e Ori’ ] © < uid] Wi ) i 
ed good for Carmo, as England had not and humane act he was later to rt 
; C itor wing vear he travel 


so many large circuses then a: iS ‘da from an Animal tection j ie 
tne 4e@ 


with a small circus owned by a young 


now and there was plenty of 1 n | | ) 
urn fi t Ray SS ti tt the me Raym na 


road for another big show : | | 
Then, for the circus world, came the wee nothing could s¢ Mu Toole Stott who last year published a 
T= ( _ J J . ' ; . 7 lary 
ling 5s. C © was preparing t bra was burnt fi aigg wonderful Circus and Allied Arts Bibli 
Startling new arm C f pc 9 big elephant had | ken three ril 


} hy ) his she Jal 
toke his circus On a winter tenting tour ‘ raphy, but thi 10w al ended in di 


f g groom in her mad rush } : 4 oe 
Now the English winters are not evere pee a aster. Carmo a revived his magical 
; Curiously enough after the 


y 


as the North American variety, but they ubsided, the Carollis white 
can still be devastating affair f fog disc ver d till running around th 
- oc 5 ndeterre Dy r par sachs ' if all the heart of this great showman 
: od, frost —_ A : "{ nee charred ring, miraculously unharmed | : . peoed 
the warnings anc Ee g ( Omy Orevu Ing 
: : . palling 
Pr aaa, near proprietors Carm pre c De ne ne eg nd Ip wes » 5 circus tents had folded for the last time 
: re O QIV up me } } = 

pared for his winter journey. He had an t ag ‘de Ti "first that the Great Carmo died, a sad and 
n as ordere ve Ti Gl iin 
€ wa aeres Gl pirited man 


attracted the crowd rt 
i ) . + 1 f cy 

kept the people away at was the end of the Gre it Carm 
Circus, but it will never be forgotten and 


its memory will be kept a » by the 


; 


acts for a walk-up ‘’Palace of Mysteries 


it Foir ind Exhibitions but it seemed as 


had gone and it was not long after hi 


especially strong low-pitched tent made, 
with a heating system largely consisting 
of coke braziers placed at strategic point 
under the high seats, and at the main ) Slide as the circus took 
entrance to the show stood a magnificent pect f the how which 
gilded fair organ with carved figures 
playing instruments. There seemed to be a jinx on the 
There was no competition for Carm as it wended its way from Birmingh 
on the road in those winter months, but through the dreary North Midland ex finest of all her circu pictures The 
the circus did not prosper. The English emplified by its poorly patronized stand inbacks . . painted during the sad 
people take a lot of convincing and they in the smoky English Potteries at Hanley days in the Potteries. may be Pe va 
would not believe that is was possible Haunted by creditors, the show limped Ast Gallary of ae, Tee dati 
to keep warm inside a tent in winter n to Blackpool where in the earl: few mile from rere th circu + 
Rain, mud, and flooded fields added up mer, Carmo set up his tent he doa na . enows 
to poor business and the circus played Shore nivy a mile or so from the ' 


paintings Irawing tf the show 
the fa English artist, Dame 
Knight travelled with § the 


fire 


w during it tarred career. One of 
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BACK YARD, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA Arthur Thomas Photo 


KING BROS. CIRCUS 1909 SEASON 


Reviewed at Covington, Ga., April 29, 1959 
By Joseph T. Bradbury 


tnerwise uperior appearance 
entire layout 
if 


After in } ence of | veor ’ wa niv the fourth stand 
title of King B Circu once again eason and as yet no rain nor mud 


‘ r the ct khou: the show USS Q 
on the oat Ss tim r ) Tine littl been encountered 


very small little tent and only a country 

big top is a brand new 80 ft sedan and trailer to load cookhouse 

round top with three 40 ft. middle equipment. Only other canvas on the 
pieces made by the U.S. Tent & Awn show is a small concession stond 

King Bi Circu was ing C The canvas is traditional circu The 

t winter at Sarasota and i white, with the sidewall orange and bluse 

RAMCO, Inc t principal striped. The marquee is trimmed in red 

tockholders being member f the Cris and blue. The big top uses four alumi 

tiani f y The fticia toff list num center poles and one r f quarter 

Benny istian manager Remo Cri poles. Interior of the top is ost attrac- 

tiani. asst 1anager; Charles Underwood tive. The performance is staged in one 

general agent; Tripoli Cristiani, director large center ring and two smaller side 


COnNVa O' nicn | of se VE ral new The 


tent circuse o take t id for the 
1959 se 


how carries about 8 horses and 6 
ponie Two elephants are carried. They 
ore “Loi which was purchased from 
Ringling-Barnum; and “‘Babe,*’ purchased 
fri e hil de Iphia Zi { Babe had 
not yet been broken and | was informed 
that it will take some time to do s She 
is used pec and for the leaps. Ele 


; oS ; ; \ 
O rs l- Fre A na The seating capacity is what will 
f personnel; Freddie Canistrelli, eque rary ale la phants are housed in the sideshow 


trian director; Paul M. Conway. general amaze you. Chairs are eight high on O | located 
counsel; Sam B. Warren, legal adjuster both sides with blues at both end yne cage semi trailer is located in 
c ; - nage ht the sideshow and contains 4 lions, | bear 
Ora O. Park general pre \aent: A twelve high. As a result seats come rign 
7 ; To ring curbs with au room fOr re hipp ind al three small p rtable cages that 
drome track. however this does not re ire set upon the ground containing (1) 
4 e0) , 2 ( \ \ ? a » ( 
strict the performance quality at all. The gle 4 monkey 2) | porcupine; (3 
question thi how is perhap show wa simply geared t play town 2 monkeys. Thi cage truck is actually a 
the finest framed and best looking small from 2500 to 25,000 with ample room combination which carries the other side 


canvas show | have ever seen. It made to accommodate potential customers in w equipment as well 


Lee Hinckley band leader and Tom 
Kennedy, concession supt 


a beautiful site the lot Covington the larger spots. Reserve chairs which The show is very compactly loaded 
with everything pic and span condi are as comfortable a n any size show and travel n abi a dozen trucks with 
came from the larger Cri another dozen 2 privately owned 

POLE, CANVAS TRUCK — Bradbury Photo tiani show last year autos, trailer buses etc. All tractors are 
The sideshow is Man late mode!: mainly Chevrolets with some 

GMC’s. Tractor cabs are painted a light 


aged by Jimmy Power and . 
blue-green color. Semi trailers are paint 


used a blue top which is 


thea it ay SE Gk, cel “aittes ed red, with the show's title in white 
( pt L 3 ‘ 
ane 30 fe. wilddle. Tom he trimmed in yellow and blue. A crown 
y — eo design is painted over the “‘Bros.”’ part 
two center poles. The side ean , ? 
f the title. At present ni of the trucks 


wall, also blue in color, is 
ire numbered 


in fair candition, but the 
top itself is rather shabby ruck lineup | as_ follows 
and will have to he re ac Ind semi trailer 
placed before long. Lik« ol canvas. stakes etc 
wise the outside banner: ) Elephant 

line is also rather old and Horse 

taded However thi 1S \ ;- Light plant 

not distracting from the . Seats, chairs, planks etc 
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dues ss Aan 


BULLS LOIS & BABE AND BULL SEMI 


$8 Re. OWE ie sa 8 


(6) s- Seats, stringers, jacks, blues, 
props, etc. 

(7) s- Ticket and office wagon. 

(8) s - Sideshow, cages built on half of 
trailer, other side carries poles, 
canvas, etc. (bunks at one end) 

(9) s- Pit show walkthrough type — 
Whale Show 

(10) s- Pit show walkthrough type — 
Snake Show 

(11) s- Pit show walkthrough type — 
Frontier Days Exhibit—not in 
operation on lot, but used to 
carry various equipment, etc. 

(12) s- Concession truck and joint 
trailer. 

(13) Stake Driver and Water Wagon 
(Built for Diano Bros. pur- 
chased from Tony Diano) 

Country sedan and trailer for 
cookhouse (very small layout) 

Truck, carries pony ride equip- 
ment and 6 ponies, and equip- 
ment trailer. 


The show carries no regular sleeper 
trucks, however bunks are built into 
practically every truck with exception 
of the two seat trucks, and there is 
plenty of room for the canvas and prop- 
erties crew. 


The show’s light plant is a fine new 
generator and new cable and good light- 
ing fixtures are used and as a result the 
midway and interior of the big top are 
well lighted. 


The ticket-office wagon is a long semi 
trailer, painted red, but was not lettered 
at Covington. When lettered and scrolled 
it should make a handsome flash. 


Tom Kennedy has the concessions on 
the show. Midway concessions include 
novelty stand, joint trailer, and regular 
canvas concession stand. 


Show makes a heavy bid for midway 
attractions. In addition to the regular 
combination sideshow-menagerie, there is 
a pony ride, a walkthrough whale show 
operated by Joe Lewis, and a walkthrough 
snake show operated by Dick McLaughlin. 
The large array of midway concessions 
and pit shows remind one of the Kelly- 
Miller Circus a few years ago. There is 
a show or attraction to fit everyone’s 
pocket book. At Covington good play 
was given all of the pit shows. 


The circus plays under auspices but 
still goes in strong for the conventional 
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ce 


ury Photo 


outdoor advertising which has proved its 
worth over the years. The town was 
decked in half and one sheet lithos of 
the colorful stock designs used by King 
Bros. in the past. Also several large bill- 
ing stands were noted in town and in 
the surrounding countryside. 


The performance which runs about an 
hour and a half is considerably stronger 
than you would ordinarily find in a show 
of this size. This of course is due to the 
superior acts and showmanship of the 
Benny Cristiani and Freddie Canistrelli 
families, cousins and in-laws of the Lucio 
Cristiani clan on the larger Cristiani Bros. 
Circus. Benny and Freddie both are very 
friendly and personable to visiting fans, 
and both expressed their enthusiasm with 
the new show and their pleasure that the 
first few days had brought good business. 


_A shortage of labor was the only serious 


worry of the show but it was known that 
would ease somewhat as the show entered 
industrial areas of the North. 

No printed program has been issued 
as yet but the performance that was 
presented at Covington was as follows. 

1. Spec, ‘“Wonders of the World’ 

2. Red Dingler’s aerial bars act 


% * i “ bs FP = , 
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MIDWAY IN CHARLESTON 
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TICKET OFFICE SEMI — Bradbury Photo 


Buck McLean’s Comedy Mule act 

Cristiani Family Riding act 

Trained Doberman Pinscher dogs, 
worked by Aldo and Nina Cristi- 
ani 

Unsupported ladders by the Canis- 
trelli’s 

Clown boxing act—Etolo & Fran- 
cisco Fornosari 

Freddie and Ortans Canistrelli rola- 
bola act 

Clown walkaround 

Riding act—Margaret 
Karoly 

Swinging ladders—Joyce and Piero 
Canistrelli 

Oreste Canistrelli—head slide 

Cristiani Family Teeter Board act 
with Benny, Remo, Tripoli, Chita, 
and Cosetta Cristiani 

High School Horses, worked by Evy 
Karoly 

Red Dingler and Company—tram- 
poline number 

Trained elephant act 

Leaps featuring the Cristianis and 
Canistrellis 


The costuming and wardrobe used by 
the show is very good and colorful. The 


and Evy 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 


16. 
17. 


> . wa 


— Arthur Thomas Photo 
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LIGHT PLANT, CONCESSION EQUIPMENT — Bradbury Photo HORSE TRUCK — Bradbury Photo 


clowning adequate with five c 10% your blue jreen and triped lave continually imored for the return 
cutting it up top but for me, give me the traditional! 1 car } how and the traditional 
Lee Hinckley leads a fine little four white canva Likewise trad 1 red circ eat in spite of the seemingly 
piece band, with trumpet mbon color with white and yellow trim for ievitab! i canvas circu 
and drum sand ated » g d rolling stock is hard to beat. This year 1 ta ( ball park typ 
on the sh d id 1d ry good King sh as failed to u h ld King w seeing results of their 
for it mall size t cneduled to | ‘ yellow with red a blue trin Many ive | t the pinion 
enlarged. A 4 a } ld =} and has gon Ick cir ha he lefinit lace in the 
west concert u dg untry eV 10 canva Now 
T um uf i As an admitted biased rep zz f the King variety and ipparent 
viewer that the IDs ( } ‘ avi 1g canva V C T es t asOnN seem 
ity and appear 
correct size to hy wn é } a pr =~ had ici ther My Tals 10 1 ell CHS member: 
Use ft excellent f ror ma c pend Oy | | Ca ) “1 ra I. , iG Vi iting ond 
fortable grandstand chair } t ’ ; Z tf K } c In in 10 ng additional data and phot f 
sible to al be routed int ara “it juditorium bal! } f Ling show ext day at Canton 
3nd suburbs. One bservation } argest, it doe \ irt good t ( lia to be us review. Alsi 
to thi reviewer there | n ’ } wing DaCck ( a ‘e h y } tor tl ri [ l } Charleston 
circu: rid tirring a 1h can't help believe al that the organized V\ Virginia a fe' ater by CHS 
new white canvas in the } an is the CHS and CFA membe , 
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Christmas Greet rlings & 


x SEND THEM IN NOW! 
f 

-- DON'T DELAY! 

es 

NG Because the NEXT issue of the Bandwagon will be the November-December issue, we are 
a reminding you of your Christmas Greeting now. We do want this Greeting Issue to be the 
KK biggest we have ever had, and you are the one to make it so. Rates will be 

KE FULL PAGE $9.00 

A HALF PAGE 5.00 


KK QUARTER PAGE 3.00 


Wa (This price applies only to Christmas Greetings.) 


K& 
Ue; 
AG We want all greetings in our office November Why not send yours in today, lest you 
VG forget? 

@ REMEMBER YOUR FRIENDS — SEND A GREETING 
BEINN EINE INE INSTANCE O IN O IN E ISON ING 


September-October, |1959 


Santa Is Coming! 


(No greeting less than a quarter page will be accepted.) 





a ee ee ee ee ee a ee ee es oe se ee 


HERE COMES THE 
CLOWN BAND 


Two New Distinct Figures 
In 14” Scale 


Pictures show true size, made of a white metal and will 


Trombone 


xen 5 


take paint easily. 


Cc t 
om Prices—all figures unpainted 60¢ each. Including Snare Clarinet 


and Bass Drum. Add 25¢ postage 


For Hand-painted clowns, write for prices. 2 ” 
: 


—_ 


Also, three other Circus Bands by Freddie Daw. March- 
ing Band, Side-show, Bandwagon or Big Top Concert 
Band. Write for list. 
Bass Rrum & Cymbal 

Freddie Daw sells CIRCUS Books, Stationery, Envelopes, 
Art Work, Picture Prints, Postcards, Hand Painted 
Clown Pictures, Decals, One-fourth and One-eighth Inch 
Kits, Folders, Dolls and Novelties. Write for list. 


FREDDIE DAW 


Tuba 28 Majorca Avenue CORAL GABLES 34, FLORIDA —-"Y*" & Colliope Ployer 


(Tear Off Here and Mail) 


FREDDIE DAW 
28 Majorca Avenue 


Coral Gables 34, Florida ADDRESS 


Quan Quan Quan 


Cornet Bass Drummer Snare Drum | enclose 


French Horn Trombone Postage _- 


Driver or 
Clarinet Tuba Calliope Player 


Add 25¢ to all orders for postage and mailing charge Total 
Any breakage from mailing will be replaced free of charge 


The BANDWAGON 





Minutes of the Twentieth Anniversary Convention 


of the Circus Historical Society 
Warren Hotel, Baraboo, Wisconsin, Saturday, August 8, 1959 


Meeting } { rder | 


Pfening at 10:25 am 


Gsreetina 

read trom Simpson lohn Boyle 

Dr Chester ioyt Ken Donahue Jonr 
and Kathryn Arter. Harold and Charles 

Gorsuch, Bill Montaque. Bill Dyke Burt 
Wilson, Mr William West, Fred Loh 
man, and James Cotter. Minuté f the 
1958 were read. Frank Pouska 
moved they be 


accepted ma Ollie Miller 
seconded it 


Accepted T he treasurer 
rep rt for the 


meeting 


year ending June 30. |959 
$1,373.16 wa 
Miller moved the report be ac 
nded it. Accepted 


was read. A balance f 
shown 
cepted and Pouska sec 
In the matter j Wallace 
Ahliberaq qav } ti 
tion that ne 
the matter f ecuring an 
Ahlberg rey 
been made howing ns coucnante 
with the initials C. H. § » the 
Investigation showed that the die t 
$400.00 


Arter nar 
embiem 
rted that ) drawing had 


cenrer 


make the pin would 
$500.00 and that they believed that 
not many members would buy them for 
the final cost would be too great. The 
committee recommended that the 
be dropped King reported on 
an insignia to be used a y sh 
Don Smith suggested tha 
button type pin 
could be done very e mically and tr 


matter 
Secretary 
ulder 
patch 

nave a made 
such a member 
cost. The Secretary was emt 


pin ft ent to eaci 
were 
purchase and distri 
There 
new busine was in order 
Conover suggested that the ‘’Cir 
the Year elected by the CHS 
t good policy. He suggested that 
Sut f the Bandwagon be devote 


ceed with the 


f said pin: being n ther 


one circus and that ' thr 
and trv t cover ¢ 
each year. Chappi: 
event we would | C twenty 
circuses each year a y would 
have t 
thers } t 
that would have t 
that 
mplete ci and 


vereda 
muct 
show 
Parkinson uaggested 


year be given Cc 


that eventually over the year we would 
Ken Whipple reported 


wner ond 


cover them all 


that some circu 
resented the CHS 
the year Sverre Braathen expre 
himself in accord with Con 
Smith thought that all show 
bert Hall 


circu InNnual 


manader 


electing a circu 


recognized. A. R: 
publish 
pictures but which 


ugase 
thot we whic 
would have n 
have a roster of the personnel 
circuse n the road as well a 

trucks trailers canvas ind ilive 
Chappie F x aOnd Bi 
ed their opinion f such an 
Bob Senhauser 
a ‘circus of the year’ and al 
the circus 


each member present 


Parkinson 

innual and 
ugat ‘ted that we hove 
publi 
annual A discussion whert 
might express hi 


views in the matter followed It wa 


September-October, 


t 7ef 
ind equipment 
ind Mitch Gorrow lid Let 

want t io the work. d t 


personne! 


the guys W hy 
nd rest of u criticizing them 
Further remarks matter were made 
Raymond White. Bill 


Bette Le 


by Kenny Whipple 
Frank 


Run er Py uSKO InG 


nara 


President Pfening then explained why 
Circus of the Year 

that it had been picked the bi 

the particular had attempted t 
restore the traditional 
youth. That the 


we pick a 


circu 
circu T ur 
circu 
nest effort t 


pe rrormoance 


picKeq mu 
Imy r Vf 
equipment Ind 


> 


ve what might be deems 
ident Pfening then asked 
electi 
pace ft é yourself 
tne “Circu oft the Year 


moved rat the 


have n the 


Bandwagon publi 
\ ngtl y discussion about the “’Circu 
Year and further that the ball 
) space for the members t 
vote 1gainst the idea Don Smit! 
econde: e motion. The motion w 
carried Smith then quoted Abraham 
Lincoln 


criticism, do nothing lame 


ving, “If you would avoid 
Dunw 1\ 
ugagested ecitication neert be 

member 
visiting a circu [ intorma 
tion needed tora ct dwaq 
that circu ithen 


a committee be appointed te 


irticle n 


verre 


Bandwagon 
nm circuses Bill 
motion and the motion wa 


iaqnments for veraar 
Runser econded the 
carried 
ented tw re 


Sverre Braathen then pre 


WANTED 


RINGLING-BARNUM 
PHOTOS 
from 1919 thru 1930 only. 


Panorama views of any sea- 
son in this era urgently 
wanted. 


Lot scenes, front door, 
ticket wagons, etc 


ALL WELCOME 


W. T. ROERS 


2606 South Cedar Avenue 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 


ANY SIZE 


HE Be 


iccordance with which the Cir 
cus Historical Society would pay honor 
to Karl King and Merle Evans at the time 
t the national convention of the Ameri 
can Bandmasters in Madison, Wisconsin 

March 1960, or at some other op 
propriate time and place should 
attend the c 
smith moved that the resolu 
ccepte d and Marion Lew 


were accepted 


lutions in 


either 


them be unable t 


r) D mr) 


nven 


The resolution 


follow 


Merle Evans has distin 

n the circus world a 

bandmaster for Buffalo Bill, Miller 

101 Ranch Wild West Circus, and 

director of the great Ringling Bros 

and Barnum & Bailey Circus from 1919 

through the 1955 season: and 

WHEREAS, Merle Evans is recognized 

} the foremost band director of all 

time ind | ften referred t as the 
T cannini f The White i} p ana 

Merle 

circu marche: and ha 

f circus march 

and other comp 
tions with h ot circus bands the 


Evans has composed 


number 


untry 


Now, therefore be it RESOLVED that 
IN appropriate plaque be prepared by 
the Circus Historical Society in conven 
tion a Barabos Wisconsin 
n August 8 1959, and be it further 
RESOLVED that the Circus Historical 
society hereby directs that such a plaque 

ented ft Merle Evans of Sara 
ta, Florida at the national convention 
f the American Bandmasters in Madi 
n WViscon 1 March 1960 
ther a priate time and 
MAL rie Fy 7) 
nventior 


in Madi 


eading record mpanies in this c 


embled at 


r oT 
place 
unable to attend 


a 2 j 
American Band 


WHEREAS, Ki 


guished himself ir 


King has distin 
Circu Ww i rid os an 


utstondina baritone with Robin 


player 
Circu Yankee Robinson 
Circu Flot Circu an 
num and Bailey Circu Ind 
WHEREAS iri | King wa wn 
r i f the Sell 
ft the 


ind likewise of the 


Bornum 


Band: and 


WHEREAS, Karl L. King has composed 


an iimost endle 


Municipal 


number f circu 
marche 
DY fell 


many 


gal [ or ther MUSIC played 
band and also a agqreat 
ther numbers for 


high cn -oliege ind 


circu 
marche mnad 
university 
band 

WHEREAS Karl l King is conceded 


t prolific composer of band 


King has 
by the 


been 


State f 


ir! L. King is past presi 
Master 


the American Band 


r) 


W therefore De if RESOLVED that 
an appropriate plaque be prepared by 
the Circus Historical Society in conven 
tion assem! it Barabo Wisconsin 


led 
on August 8 1959 and be it further 


Page 





RESOLVED that the Circus Historical that an earlier date be chosen. President RINGLING BROS. “SPEC” 1896 
Society hereby directs that such a plaque Pfening reported upon the progre rf 

be presented to Karl L. King of Ft the Circus Historical Society for the past From Chas. E. Duble, CHS No. 39 
Dodge, lowa at the national convention — year 

of the American Bandmasters in Madi There being no other busine the 
son, Wisconsin, in March, 1960 meeting adjourned 


) 


When the Ringling Brothers graduated 
from a wagon show to a railroad show 
in 1890 they produced their first spec 
tacle. Staged by Alf. T. Ringling, it was 

Bette Leonard moved that the Septem the first of the many elaborate openings 
ber-October, 1959 issue of the Band that were to follow it season after sea 
wagon be known as the Twentieth An son. This was ‘‘Caesar’s Triumphal Entry 
niversary issue. Ollie Miller seconded ATTENTION BOLLEGTORS into Rome With the band on foot at 
Accepted the head, and dancing girls and armor 

Fred Pfening moved and Chappie Fox clad performers on horseback, in how 
seconded Oo motion that Di nm Smith be , ter riginal Circus detec ‘sie dans ind tw by tw with the display 
honored as founder and first president ads for trade incl. French & Co : alternating, the high diver whi 
of the Circus Historical Society Smith mingling ae wm. F.. Fall 101 impersonated Caesar seated atop the 
asked that proper honor also be paid —_ Asdactlag yy er agit > highest of them 

; ace é er SFOs entry IU \ 
Bette Leonard for the work she has done em Cealicmear Reerwies Gets Rie 
in furthering the Circus Historical Soci | ; 
ety. The motion accepted 


- ‘ ) east ind he muSI¢ for if alwa S was 

Cole, Howe's Grt london. f T Ison ind tne u y 
Honor wa : ‘ | . 4 

also given to Fred Pfening as editor of Barnum, Great Floto, Buffalo Bill the “TITUS MARCH 

the 1958 Cristiani Bros. circus route ~ Aiea 9 of 


Pawnee Bill, Coop & Lent, Great The article above and the music 
boon Wallace, Van Amburah, Sells FI! the arch appear n page 233 
eli ‘ 


Robbins Bros 4-Paw. S. H 3a in a very fine | h TOWN HALL TO 


OD . | ( ( =’ i 
@ lonel Narrimore, director rett Burr Robbins Rhoda Rova NIGHT by Harlowe R Hoyt 
Circus Hall of Fame and chairman Salle Br C : 
>) = >) : 


, 9eT & Bailey 

the Awards Committee of the Circu Men 

num & Bailey, Sparks, Norri 
Hall of Fame spoke and expressed hi WW. Cole. Older Hal 

Owe ’ Zell - ge Cie 
satisfaction that the Awards Committe: ' , WANTED 

Palmer's ind others 
had several CHS members on it. He als | D5 

) ( C ( "Ee i r ad f 

delivered an invitation from the Mayor | want newspaper ad and route AVICIEY 2 uarte _ - : ". 
of Sarasota to the 1960 convention at cards. Let me hear from you is interested in any information On Gor 
Sarasota. An invitation was also received 


The spectacle was retained for several 


man Bros. and the Kay Bros. Circuse: 

from the Chamber of Commerce of BOB Pe K T hese Now travelled in the New Eng 

Peru, Indiana to hold the 1960 con AR IN SON land area in the late 30 Any informa 

vention there. A Robert Hall asked that B tion should be addressed to Flavian J 
ox 35 


consideration be given to changing the Duarte, 192 Durfee Street, Fall River 
time of the CHS convention, suggesting Massachusett: 


Cambridge, Illinois 


Last of the Gorty-Horse Drivers 


The Autobiography of Jake Posey 


The life story of a man, who drove a 10 pony team at the age of ten years; who 
drove Barnum and Bailey’s Forty-horse Hitch, not only in the United States, but also on 
two European tours of the circus; who became master of livestock on the Buffalo Bill 
Wild West Show, when wild west shows were really wild. 


Jake Posey, a membor of the Circus Historical Society, now ninety-six years old, 
reflects upon a sixty-four year career in show business, from which he retired several 
years ago. 


The book contains a number of photos, some of which are quite old, and all of which 
are very interesting. 


Published by Vantage Press, Inc., New York 1, N. Y., September 30, 1959. 


Price $2.95 
ORDER NOW! Make checks payable to: 


CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 235, Richmond, Indiana 
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A MINISTER WITH A CIRCUS 


Written in 1911 by W. H. Moore 





It was twelve o'clock midnight wher The rule forbid drunkne jambling it a meeting with the advance agent. 
| found myself alone in a state room oft ud and indecent lanquaas hort chang This man. who is the eldest of the found 
Campbell Brothers private car. | had ng, quarreling, fighting and discautiou ers and owners of the show, travels hun 
leaped aot a ingle I una trom tne mi ist penaviour toward patron ft the how ired f mile in advance 
f the ecclesiastical world into the heart os a — He aos back and forth across the 

f the circu world. It had required bul ul 1d tne frat There | nother wh country ver which the show is to come 
a few hour to make the transition, Dut yre for the hors ind haul the waqon noting croft pr pects industrial ond 
it was complete Ina tne Nang wd ‘ ind from the trair There are ther economic condition and every ther 
jreat ind yet, not jreat a she A lrive all the stake Cj thers wh thing that | f vital interest to the 
would suppose, for ne tings mumar have charae of the menaaerie. Still other company. Upon him chiefly rests the 
noture mucn the ime the world a out uo and take down the convo responsibility of routing the circus and 
Ind tnere is about as mu h f it in one hes ad ini Ai ’ the musician king after the advertising Occasion- 
man as there is in another. |he room wa the performer: wd the foreman. There illy he visits the troopers and then he 
ix by nine feet tr ize and a marvel ot wade gratin hie ‘ol. n ff aaqain to the advance 
ct ha ae ie ity tan ¥ jc trainmaster ' niet n tler a band Next < the ae partment car wherein 
pincushion, comb case Beside yvariou chiar ter _, L gist ) physician, a legal live the familie In this car also live 

. visor. a ishier, an ouditor, a steward the unmarried women. if there be any 
and undry other thing in thot littl 

| at acl ‘Tene 1 mail agent, a superintendent of light Thi eason the circus has only one un 
room there wa id ind the if porter Beside thi thers married woman with it. All the other 

It came about in this way the Camy t urse. the advance man and the womer ire there with their husbands 
bell Brother jave an exhibition in the ry r aavertisers wi Ire ubject ft There was as | now remember ten fami 
town where | live ind where mm it al raer it tTnow¢r | men and their wives and a 
present. The pastor of ons f the hect Le a leepina cat -" tew childrer me of them had no chil 

nurch in uthwestern Kansa A fel ipartment and one privileg ir, | ice aren wr ier thers had theirs in school 
low clergymar id tO mé nm rererence the private . f the proprietor The it is not the policy f the company ti 
to the circus peopl. They art rrupt ne nae hee ‘ xi pane t ke with them people who have young 
from one end to the ther ked hin ? o al cnildren, nor to employ unmarried women 
how he knew Why he id Don't the private r, it has tive stateroom wh have no near male relative with the 
you believe they rer | ite } r t ' rTIce na WW ; vl , ne end NOW 
know, how do you know? His reply wa A parlor and toilet rooms in thi ther Next is the privilege car. It has a 
to the effect that it could not be ther The Trice equipped with desk, writing lunch counter in ne end and tables in 
wise. Now | have heard many people table, typewriter nair Fe Ind couch the other with a kitchen in the middle 
ay the ame thina ibout the hurct They have ) voriety t plant JFOWING Mere a good lunch may be had at almost 
and the ministry ind | knew they did in the car T he WINdGOW ire curtained iny time in the day. To this car all the 
not know what they were talking about nd the entire t| f covered with empl yvees have iccess and equal rights 
Thereupon, | re lived t tind ut how inoleum. The ttice t this car is the After this come the sleeping cars f 
corrupt the ircu Wa uant nd enrer rT tre wi f rqganization Hert me men There are tive of them and they 
was granted an interview with the Lega me a the aaqent ifter the evening will accommodate more than a hundred 
Adjuster f thy how. Mr. W. P. Camge performance to report and to turn in the men ft the car. Hence it is seen thot 

el] Thi interview wa nowever oriet receipt r tne Oy Mere } me mar rmere | imple r m for all tc sleep in 
ind for that reasor insatistactory ing statt meet in executive ession ide These car ire veritable hotels 
loter the whole managing staff sent mé t wo to me uite a treat to be present They are kept by porters who are paid by 

n invitation t m taking twenty-five 

r rme now cent ut f every 
they of tne circu mans weekly wages 


All employees are re 
juired to disrobe and 





















( CG I J , 4 - me 
cepted the invitatior ~~ Pal =e 


nd henc tn irticie . QW retire in the ;am -é 


A description of the = i) ; eae | manner they would if 
wa\ . hie <ireu . i , } a in a swell requlated 
‘ E a b .} ; 
managed will, n : Ate: = °° ARE COMING : ee 
doubt, be r interest ' Lara ve Petal atl lilo . . reasonable nour n 





to many. It is a miga ; Wales 9 aoe COLLECTION OF oy oe sins ! loud talking is all 
tory village complete  \ Sree 4 RARE WILD BEASTS \ pa PE Se ed so that the men 
ly rqganize It | } . \ 4 ~~ oe can get their rest. Thi 
corporoati with three train is frequently in 
hundred en tr t pected and must be 
employ. It make Ind kept clean. The por 
enforces it wn rule ter must make. the 
The pe ple 11 work Oo} 4 - «sy iy ; >. 4 \" beds every day Sweep 
under written contract aa — a Lee” : ‘ a ve ind ventilate the car 
in which the rules T a ' ind look after the 
the circu ire set laundry 

forth, for the violation The circus is a de 
f which a man is sul mocracy so for as eat 
ject to a fine in any ing iS concerned, for 


um the management they all have the same 





may deem itself dam vm pha 6 aracae B-cesmaniiiwenennvcdnen : bs oad poe fare. Breakfast and 

aged DY sucn Vit ] 28 ; a + , 1 -) 7.6 a CONSOLIDAT = PA, sh . ; ; dinner are served on 

tion, or if they see fit site Ses a the lots at hours of 

they may fine and ai 10 a.m. and 4 p.m 
. £ CCC STIR VOPR Were Jali a i IT DW Ht A PE Reeth - 

charge the tender In this tent there are 
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twelve tables which accommodate six- 
teen people each. The different depart- 
ments of the show having their respective 
tables at which they dine. The food is 
of substantial character and there is 
plenty of it. Lunch may be had at the 
car early in the morning and after the 
evening performance. So you see the 
showmen eat four times a day. Contrary 
to the general impression there is plenty 
of time for rest and sleep. None of the 
laboring men work more than eight 
hours a day, and some not more than 
five. This last statement does not hold 
good with respect to the man- 
agers. They have long and 
weary hours. Nor is it true of 
any in time of a storm. At such 
time all regularity is broken up 
and every body works to save 
the property. 

There is a commissary de- 
partment at which the men can 
buy ordinary supplies such as 
shirts, overalls, tobacco and 
cigars, and many other things 
of a like nature. This is done 
to keep them from getting to 
town. They say ‘‘It makes better 
boys of them.’’ Everybody has 
equal rights to the services of 
the company physician without 
expense to the employee. They 
have with them tools with which 
to do black-smithing, harness making 
and wagon repairing. In short this organ- 
ization can light down on the plains 
and in two hours have all the accom- 
modations that are to be found in a 


town of ordinary size and in the same 
length of time they can load the whole 
concern on their trains and be off. 
Showmen sign contracts with railroad 
companies by which the latter are re- 
leased from all liability for damages in 
case of wreck and for this reason thev 


cannot insure their property, therefore 
all such losses are complete. This partic- 
ular circus pay about $250.00 a day for 
railroad service. They have more than 
$70,000.00 invested in the circus and 
they have a total expense of 1000.00 
a day. At a glance one can see that it 
requires first class business capacity to 
successfully carry on this enterprise. 

As to business ethics, it is my opinion 
that the proprietors of this circus will 
compare favorably with any corporation 
that is in the country. They deal honestly 
with the people who work for them. | 
never heard anything to the contrary, 
but | did hear many of their employees 
speak in terms of praise regarding this 
matter and their dealing with the public 
is of the same general character. No fair 
minded man ever has any trouble deal- 
ing with them. A child can buy anything 
they have to sell with as much security 
as he can buy groceries over the counter 
of a store in his home town. 

There is absolutely no danger of 
being robbed. There is no short chang- 
ing. There is no gambling and _ their 
patrons are treated with perfect courtesy. 
Their manner of advertising the show 
is substantially correct. It would be out 
of the question to advertise a big show 
just as it is for the reason that they may 
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be able to do one day what they could 
not do the next. This particular circus 
does very little specific advertising in 
Kansas because they are so well and 
favorably known throughout the state. 
It was in this state that they began some 
twenty years ago and they have given a 
number of exhibitions within its borders 
almost every year since. Merely to call 
attention to the fact that the circus is 
coming to town is in their opinion suf- 
ficient where they are well known, and 
hence they use almost exclusively stock 
bills. There are many things on the bills 


Pipes 0 


that are not to be seen in the show and 
there are many things in the show that 
are not on the bills. 

If the circus people tried to hold the 
public up as often as the public tries to 
hold them up | would brand them as a 
set of thieves. If there is a counterfeit 
coin in all the country, they are nearly 
sure to get it. Their auditor, who is, 
by the way, a very fine man, and has 
been in the circus business all his life, 
told me that he had sold tickets for the 
Ringling Brothers and for that matter 
for many other big circuses, and that he 
had literally thrown hundreds of counter- 
feit coins in rivers. ‘’] know a counter- 
feit’’ said he, ‘‘as soon as i touch it, but 
when thousands of people are crowding 
up for tickets, it would be nonsense to 
stop and dispute about a coin. We would 
lose more than we would make, so | just 
take them, sort them out at night and 
the first time the train crosses a river | 
throw them in. 

| have stood at the main entrance 
with the gate keeper and | have seen 
women and men try to pass a seven year 
old for a four year old child, or try to 
pass a fifteen year old for a ten year old 
child until the gate keeper would pin 
them down. Then they would own up 
that the child was older and in all prob- 
ability some of these dear souls were 
members of churches which forbid them 
to attend a circus because showmen are 
such thieves and liars. 

The time of the legal adjustor is 
largely occupied in looking after what 
they call ‘’shakedowns.’’ Here is a good 
example—A crowd of town boys came 
to the lots early in the morning, as is 
often the case, the animal cages were 
being prepared for exhibition, as they 
are each day. There is a small opening 


at the bottom of each cage through 

which the keepers thrust their mops and 

rakes in order to cleanse them. These 

openings were not fastened. A curious 

boy persisted in raising the shutters to 

see what was in the cages. Four times 

he was ordered away, but when there 

was no one looking he took another peek. 

There happened to be a couple of tigers 

in this particular cage and one of them 

struck him with his front foat making 

an ugly wound across the boy’s face. He 

was taken at once to a hospital and the 

wound was dressed all at the expense of 

the circus and in addition to 

this he was given $10.00. 

Nevertheless, the next day 

the boy’s father filed dam- 

age suit against them for 

$20,000.00. The circus cannot 

afford to go into court and all 

they can do is to buy them- 

selves out. Sometimes it costs 

them $500.00. Such things as 

this frequently occur with them. 

They also have to protect 

themselves from within. One 

day an employee was seen 

putting his hand in a _ lion’s 

cage. One of the managers said 

to him, ‘““What are you doing, 

that lion will tear your hand 

off the first thing you know.” 

He retorted with an oath, 

“What do | care, if he did | would get 

more money for damages than | will ever 

get for work.’ It is needless to say that 

he got his time at once. | sometimes rode 

at the head of parade with the detective. 

One day the streets were crowded and 

a young man in a buggy had driven, 

with his sweetheart as [| suppose, into 

a place where his horse could not turn 

without upsetting the buggy. Said Mr. 

Campbell, ‘‘do you see that darned fool.’’ 

| replied that i did. “If | don’t drive him 

Out of there’’ he said, “likely as not 

when the elephants come along the horse 

will become frightened and turn around, 

break his buggy all to smash, and may- 

be kill the girl. Then he would sue us 
for damages.” 

It has not been my privilege ever in 
life to meet more obliging and courteous 
gentlemen than the proprietors of this 
circus are. They are shrewd, jocose and 
generous. They take a kindly interest in 
the moral and material well being of 
the people who work for them. They 
have traveled much and have dealt with 
all classes of people. They are interest- 
ing coOnversationalists and good story 
tellers. They are strongly attached to 
their homes and families. It happened 
that when | was with the circus, none 
of the proprietors wives were with them. 
Though some of them are nearly always 
there. | met but one of their children. 
He is a young man who bears every 
mark of a gentleman. He is industrious, 
sober, clean, and well educated. His 
father found him smoking a pipe one 
day. Said he, ‘it made me so mad that 
| just ran up to him and snatched that 
pipe out of his mouth and threw it as 
far as | could send it.’ The snatching of 
the pipe was accompanied with some 
pointed and pertinent remarks, and it is 
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jratifying to say that the young man ha 


not used tobacc Im Qny manner since 


| suppose the most objectionable fea 


ture in all the circus busine is the side 
how These attractions consist usually 
f music inaina nake charming. lea 
erdemain mind reading hypnotism 
freak ind dancing. They are 


Dut r) 
tion that the Dt ple 
that kind of a show. and that the organi 


mplete without it 


, + 
Wari 


zation would be inc 
Doubtle certain cla f 
people who want t ee thot kind of a 
how and would be disappointed if they 
went to a circus and did not see it The 
inging | lway f the vaudeville vari 
ety Ind Upp Ct od for the e wh 
like that kind of singing. The feature t 


which m t byection | roised | the 
dancing. In thi particular circu il the 
foncy dancina | ione by man. Even 


eem ft hold, in me 
dearest t rire idea f P T 
num-bugged 
they will be disapp 
they go ti circus that | 
from this. So far as | had opportunity t 


Rarnum 


inted if 


entirely free 


bserve there is nothing positively bad 
wour +MNetr ide how Still | must ly 
that in my opinion there are Ome thing 
that could be more refining and elevat 
ing than they are | made mvyself me 
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what acquainte with the people wh 


have charae f thot part ft the concerr 
nd they eemed Tt De de cent nad reé 
pectal le folk Left wu remember ftnat 
the circus is not benevolent institution 


It primary make money 
and thi: 


and entertaining the 


purt e | ti 
end is to be attained by amusing 


peopie and they 


rey: x play t the wh l Dp pulati nm The 
merchant who is wise find ut what pe 
ple want and then he gets it Tor them. The 
howman follows much the ame courst 
He gets for the f ple what the want 
Amusement ind entertainment const! 
fut hi merchandise ind the how hi 
ife-lor } na niv Dusine nov if 1 ni 
home They Iway talt f the circu 
is if it never move From my point of 
view | cannot endor everything done 
in these how neither can | endorse 
everything that me people do who are 
member f the church wherein | preach 
and be id | have een v jude ville and 
variety show it county fairs and street 
carniy | ma ther like place where 
the monagement consisted f local citi 
zen wh were rated ft De respectable 
men, compared with which the side show 
of this circus | miaghty tame aftair 
When the patronizing public convince 
the showman that they want mething 
more refined and aesthetic they will 
get it without a doubt. While there | 
no effort made here to paliate an un 


that 
largely responsible for the 


clean show. it must be admitted 


the public | 


existence f undesirable exhibition lf 
the people did not patronize them they 
could not survive Ind moreover, those 
who go t uch shows knowing what they 
ore before they J ire n better than 
the people who put them on 

The improvement which ha ilready 


these men and thers in 


circus 


been made by 


putting the nm a better busine 


and moral basis. encourages us to believe 


that the time may come when all that i 
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eliminated and 


shall take the 


shall pe 
confidence and fraternity 


bjectionable 


place of suspicion and hostility which has 
70 long existed between the circus and 
certain classes. and if this article does 
invthing toward that end, the writer 


will feel that it has been well worth his 


while t make the effort necessary t 
produce it 
men in 


thot there are 


who will 


| Im aware 


every Town find ut more bad 


thing bout a circut by attending a 
ingle performance as a spectator than 
In ordinary man will be traveling with 
them for a whole month. For instance, 
they get into a tent in the evening, most 
likely it is the sideshow tent and after 
the performance is ver. while the big 
how | going n and there they see 
mething that | iwftul just the —wisé 
JUY wit, n ne buf tne initiated 
were there Any ne who ever traveled 
witl Oo circu KNOW thot there ore rn 
pectator in any of the tent ifter the 


evening performance 


The moral condition f this now | 
vastly better than the 
them credit for. | had myselt 
for all kinds of experience: 
kind | really had. | supposed there would 
be drunken men about and that | would 


average man give 
ribbed up 


except the 


ee several fights and hear quarrels daily 
| ¢ Kpecte d t be rebuffed and purne d 
ind treated with contempt by me of 
the men. But in this | was delightfully 
urprised. | saw no liquor. | saw n fight 
| win 1ambling. | heard no quarrel 
| heard no man curse another. | heard 
me profanity, but not more than | 
miaht have heard on the treets of my 
home town with a like number of men 
ibout me | heard not ne word of 
vulgarity r indecent lanquaags | was 
treated with respect and even politene 
by all the men. Some f them were 
litte uspiciou but none of them were 


iscOourteou The wever 
will not claim that the 
Tree from evil pr ictice ond 
They will tell you that there | me 
and drinking among their men, 


tolerated by the c 


management, h 
circus is entirely 


intlue nce 


gambling 
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and when the guilty parties are found 
they are dealt with according to the rule 
is noted above ‘Yes’’ but some one will 
1\ “Don't the \ have a lot tf hoboe 
with them? Y« they have that cla 
with them wh re o desiqnated. How 
ever, | am much indisposed to call any 


“Why should | 
hurl the 
better 
should they be 


man by that name. For 
it im the corners eat and 
cuni ban? | am by nature n 
than any ther man, but 
that account 


untry f anv size has the same 


discredited on Every town 


in the ¢ 


class more or le The difference is that 
with thi: circus they have to behave 
themselve ind in many towns they let 
them do about as they please. | do not 
know f any town that manages thi 
element as well as this particular circus 
10e They fake every precaution fo 
make these men better and when one 
tops to think. it is not strange that such 
is the case, for they want sober. honest 
ind industrious men no less than do we 
f other callings. | have been among 
miner railroad graders, bridge builders 


teel gana ind threshers. | now agive it 


yay 





my deliberate opinion that the laboring 
men with this circus will compare favor- 
ably with any of the classes mentioned 
above and that they are vastly superior 
in morals to any camp of railroad graders 
| have ever known 

The managers, foremen and perform 


ers are equal in morals and in intelli 


Jence t the average man as they are 


commonly found over the country 

delighted at their genuine polite 
ness. For instance the their 
dining tent and car are just as polite as 
are to be found in a well ordered hotel 
One day | stood on the street as the 
parade heard a woman say 
in reference to the circus women, “‘Any 
that they are hard cases. 
| noticed, however, that the dear 
circus to see the hard case 


| was 


waiters in 


went by, | 


ne con see 
sister 
was at the 
perform. Now | wish to say that for any 

with the circus | 
question the virtue 


thing | saw while | wa 
right te 
men than | have to 


have no more 
f these w question 
that of the matrons of my home town 
As | have stated, all but one of 
them are there with their husbands and 
there are no more incentives to an im 


there than there are in many 


already 


moral life 
hundreds of 
characters 

harder for m« 


women 
there is 


ther place where 
live Abi ut whose 


never any question. It wa 


t ipproach the women than it was t 
ipproach the men. For Mr. preacher-man 
let me tell you. They are just as suspi 
ciou f yOu as you are of them. and per 
haps, if all the facts were known, their 
reasons for such suspicion are as good a 
yours. This difficulty was, however, part 


ly due to circumstance: There were only 
that | could talk t 
they 


two times each day 
them at all. This i 
linner or between the afternoon and eve 


When | got 


while were at 


ning performance omewnhat 
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Icquainted with these women | found 
them f essed with all the qualities 
common to womanhood the world over 


They love their children and their home 
They are just a: 


tion as ire women in 


jealous of their reputa 
ther waiks of life 
and after all, why not? 


A preacher said to me, ‘’Do you be 


lieve a virtuous woman will expose her 
person as a circus performer does?’’ | 
uspect that the brother had not been 
to a circus for twenty years and the cir 
cu f that day was a very different or 
ganization from the one in question 
Here i ) line from the contract which 
all performers in this circus must sign 
All performers costume must be of the 
best and such as are fit to appear before 


the most refined audiences If any one 
of these performers should appear under 
attired as | have 
school athletes dressed, 


fashionable 


the hippodrome 
college 
r as people dress at a 
bathing resort, he discharged 
at once. There is no exposure of person 
in the circu All the things done by 
ire beautiful and becoming. They 
where the nature of the 
admits of it, 


seen 
ind high 


would be 


women 


work is such a and when 


otnerwise dres ed if Is much more he 
coming than many of the abominable 
habits one may ee any day on the 


Streets 
made, even by 


themselves 


claim is 
the circus people 


However. ni 
to absolute 
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and universal moral rectitude. They have 
their trouble with that sort of thing oc- 
casionally. But, where will you find a 
like number of people who never have 
such trouble. | have known such trouble 
in the church—nay in the ministry. 
Shall we therefore condemn the whole 
church and ministry? That were folly. 
Then why not ‘Do unto others as we 
would have them do unto us?’’ We often 
meet the question, ‘’What did you go 
into such business for?’’ In many cases 
their progenitors have been circus people 
for generations. They have never known 
anything else. ‘Well, why don’t they 
quit it?’’ For the same reason that | 
cannot quit preaching. Because | don’t 
know how to do anything else. The as- 
sumption underlying all such questions 
is that the circus is inherently bad. It is 
no part of my present purpose to discuss 
that phase of the subject, but | will 
venture to say that if some of these 
people who ask such questions could get 
a couple hundred dollars a week for 
doing a few stunts, they would be will- 
ing to take it. All their conscientious 
scruples would vanish. 

Between the afternoon and evening 
performance is the time for practice. 
The big tent is alive with children to 
perform, or training horses, mules, ponies 
and elephants. This is as interesting as 
the circus itself. This is also the social 
hour. At this time the women bring out 
their sewing and mending and sit in the 
grand stand. This was the best opportun- 
ity | had to converse with them and to- 
ward the last there was getting to be 
quite a disposition to chat with me even 
on religion. 

After the evening performance many 
go to the lunch car. This is a great place 
to drink coffee and tell yarns. Contrary 
to the general impression the circus folks 
are a jolly crowd. 

| was as completely in a new world 
as if | had gone to the opposite side of 
our planet. It was to me a world full of 
new and interesting experiences. These 
people would listen to me tell stories 
and recite my experiences till past mid- 
night. | was to them as if | had come 
across the stormy billows of the sea, from 
a land six thousand miles away. 

We have a great deal to say about 
the tough element that is with them, but 
it does not occur to us that they dread 
our toughs as much as we do theirs. 
“What sort of a guarantee will you give 
us?’’ said the mayor of a town to one 
of the proprietors, ‘that you will not 
bring a lot of toughs to our town?” Said 
the showman, ‘I will give you the very 
best possible under the circumstances, 
but what sort of guarantee will you give 
us that there won’t any of your town 
toughs visit our show while we are here?” 
1 saw young men well dressed, some 
drunk and vulgar at that show. Com- 
pared with which the conduct of the 
worst man on the circus payroll would 
be genteel. 

We hear also a great deal about the 
tough crowd that follows them. I asked 
a man how they did it. “Oh,’’ said he, 
‘they beat their way on the circus train.” 
Now let me say once and for all, that 


Page 16 


there don’t any one hang around that 
train who is not on the payroll. Any one 
who knows the temper and discipline of 
that organization would never make such 
a statement. Some gypsies went through 
our town twenty-four hours after the 
circus was gone, and yet | heard some 
people say, ‘’That is the kind of stuff 
the circus brings to town.”’ | heard others 
say that there was no doubt they were 
following the show. What in the name 
of all that is reasonable were they fol- 
lowing it for. Nothing could be more 
ridiculous. The circus moves on an aver- 
age of one hundred miles a day—pretty 
good traveling for the gypsies bony. old 
horses. 

| remained with the circus over Sunday 
and preached to them. A thing that had 
never occurred before in their history. 
We had a good service. They all listened 
very attentively and after the sermon 
many of them came and thanked me 
with tears in their eyes and told me how 
much they appreciated my _ remarks. 
Several said, ‘I wish we could have 
something like that every Sunday.’’ One 
man said, ‘I have been with the circus 
for twenty years and that is the first 
time I ever heard any man pray for 
circus people. | spent the day on the 
lots with these men. I talked with them 
about things. They told me about their 
homes and mothers and fothers. Showed 
me letters from their relatives and 
friends. We had discussed the feasibility 
of organizing some kind of religious 
society among them. Some of them ex- 
pressed a willingness to join and take 
some part in it, and thus the day had 
been spent and | was weary and dusty. 
| had not shaved for want of an oppor- 
tunity and | did not look very tidy. It 
was about 5 o’clock in the evening when 
| started back to the car. | made up my 
mind to call upon the pastor of the 
church of my denomination. A_ thing 
which | did in all the towns we visited 
while | was with the circus, except one. 
| told him who | was and that | was with 
the circus as a guest of the proprietors 
and that | had preached to them that 
day and was going down to the car and 
clean up and would be back in the eve- 
ning to hear him preach. To say that 
he gave me a cold reception does by no 
means express it. | do not know why he 
treated me so. It may be his way, but it 
was so different from anything | had 
met with before that | was much embar- 
rassed. Elsewhere the brethren received 
me in the manner customary among 
ministers of the gospel. | attended the 
services in the evening. The congrega- 
tion was small but looked like a fine 
class of people. The sermon was good. 
It is customary for ministers, particularly 
of the same denomination, to recognize 
a visiting brother and ask him to take 
some part in the services. | was not rec- 
ognized. | certainly did not care, and 
would have declined taking any part in 
the services but | wonder why? It may 
be that he was ashamed of me. If so, 
why? Of course I was with the circus 
and let us admit they are a tough crowd 
but Christ came not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance and He sent 
his servants to do the same. If | had 


crossed the ocean to preach to heathen 
China, no matter how degraded they 
may have been, then | would have been 
a hero. Preaching as | did to churchless 
people at home, had | done anything un- 
becoming a follower of Him who said, 
“| came to seek and to save the lost.” 
I have attended missionary conventions 
when some representative of the church 
from foreign field would tell us of a 
village the inhabitants of which wanted 
the gospel and he had no money with 
which to support a missionary. | have 
seen on such occasions the whole con- 
gregation melted to tears. | have seen 
them at such times subscribe large sums 
of money for the support of foreign mis- 
sionary enterprises. |! cannot criticise 
such generosity. It is sublime. But here 
is, as | have already said, a migratory 
village, the inhabitants of which want 
the gospel and will extend a hearty wel- 
come to any minister who will visit them 
On their lots wherever they may chance 
to be, and if it be on the Sabbath, they 
will gladly hear him preach. All this can 
be done without one dollar of expense. 
This particular circus, which | have tried 
honestly to describe, is not half so bad 
as people imagine. Suppose it were worse 
than we have imagined, are we of the 
ministry justified in neglecting them? We 
preach to the idolatrous, lecherous, man- 
eating heathen, but no one suspects that 
for that reason we condone their wicked- 
ness. 

| found men in that circus as far re- 
moved from the influence of the church 
as are the heathen in Africa. It does not 
matter how vile they are, nor whose fault 
it is. Nothing can make it wrong for me 
to try to help them and nothing can 
make it right for me, as a minister of 
the gospel, to neglect them. In this same 
town where | was snubbed by a fellow 
clergyman. Another minister who is wide- 
ly known said to me, ‘‘Allow me to con- 
gratulate you on the work you are doing. 
Those men need your help and if more of 
our preachers would do such things we 
would not have so many jackasses in the 
pulpit.” This reminds me of a conversa- 
tion | had with one of the men who 
performs in the circus. He is the eldest 
of four brothers. They do the work in 
the high trapeze. These men are athletes 
of the highest type. What folly to talk 
about them dissipating when their very 
lives depend upon a steady nerve and 
accurate vision. Their work is timed to 
the fraction of a second. One mistake, 
one delay, one move made prematurely 
and life itself is imperilled. Well, he 
said. ‘‘You see it’s like this, whenever 
us before you leave?”’ | said that | was. 
Then | asked him if he ever went to 
church? He said, ‘‘Yes, when | am at 
home, but never when I am on the road,’ 
said he. “You see it’s like this, whenever 
we Sunday in a town the ministers take 
occasion to preach on the circus and they 
know so little about it and say so many 
unkind things that are not true, that it 
makes us sore. Therefore, we do not go. 
We are gentlemen and those women who 
are with us are ladies whose honor’ we 
will defend anywhere. Besides a fellow 
don’t like to go to church and be skinned 
every time.’’ Only once in their history 
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have they had minister come to their tend alone they have a q 1 excu 
lots and invite them to church. It matter for going. Declaring in extenuation t 
not what we think of the circu ta their behavior, “| just had to take the 
here to stay. Neither dos it matter what children to see the animal 
we think about people attending it. A The circus is largely responsible for 
Goethe say the reputation it has in view of the wa 
‘And clamor you preachers will the busine has generally been conduct 
bout it ed. There ji however, n reason why a 
The people want amusement and circus may not be clean and prefectly fit 
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human beings they will want to go. Until Although circus life herein depicted 
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any expense in it. Now, if it is wrong t by any means the only folk wh 1eS¢ 
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| have noticed also how me people on conduct in this regard as noted above 
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have cnildren wt ore ft young t at nearly O bad a when a railroad com 


COMING SOON! 


Cristiani Circus 1959 Route Book 
$2.00 


Fred D 


publishing a 


editor of 


1958 book is 
1959 route book for Cristiani. Bigger 


Pfening, Jr the 


and better than ever. Order your copy now for 
November delivery 
Price to Bandwagon readers ordering before 


Nov. Ist, $1.75 prepaid. Check or Money Order 


CIRCUSIANA MART 


1075 West Fifth Avenue 


Columbus 8, Ohio 
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pany plan eliberately t hip cattle on 
u | na TUSE t furnish car at 
any other time Thus forcing cattlemen 
t hip on that day or not at all 
Neither is it, in my opinion, as bad a 
when 1 Chautauqua C mpany open it 
jate nm sunday and runs excursion trains 
for Nundred f mile in almost every 
direction and sells tickets to the amount 
f thousand ft dollar What boots it 
f there ; ) sermon On the program? It 
ith desecration neverthele 
The absence tf home restraints and 
ntiuer Y circu lite peril u for 
ung men. One can readily see how they 
night nm perate wicked and 
InmMist Vile iy tne management 
' i re for them and made n et 
for t restrain tnem from viciou live 
ive me ple ire ft iy that the 
proprietor r tnis circu iO fake an In 
terest in the moral well-being f those 
Wy work for them. They exercise a kind 
f paterna upervision ver their men 
particu rly the younger ne The mod 
ern circus and | mean by this all such 
ire rganized a thi ne | ha if 
eqal Ind medical Wdvisor | would 
modestly uagaest ne more incumbent 
nd that is the spiritual advisor or chap 
un 
Thi tory retyped trom Kansas Maga 
zine, September, 1911. Volume VI, Num 
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plays opens with the traditional 
spec in which approximately 40 
people appear all flashed up in 
wardrobe which is for the most 
part new. The show retains muct 
f the old time circus in its pr 
duction numbers and presenta 
tions of the show-owned stock 
Sandor and Edith Bekatow work 
the two liberty acts, one of eight 
bays and the other of six black 
the two pony drills, as well as 
the dog and dressage numbers 
A dozen or attractive girls ap 
pear in the ladder, web, and me 
nage production numbers beside 
working in the show-framed acr' 
batic turn billed as the Millets 
All were fitted out in new ward 
robe designed and made by June 
Mills and Rita Sagraves, two a: 
handy seamstresses as any 
would ever need 


New and noteworthy this year 
are the Riva Sisters, an Italian 
family of four, who are top-notct 
jugglers and, for girls, the best 
»f risely performers. Also new | 
a roller skating turn, The Hubet 
Qa man and two airls, and the 
Munos from Spain, a comedy 

let’'s just say that comedy 

leaves me cold 

Outstanding holdover from last 
year is the team of Gerda & 
Pedr whose aerial number 
finale pictured) would be a fe 
ture On any show They al 
know how to sell their talents a 
tight wire performers. Gerda, her 
does an iron jaw slide for life late in 
program. Another holdover is Walter 
Reith’s chair and hand balancing whicn 


is skillfully executed 


Welcome back from south th 
border after an absence of a few ye 
sre The Argentines, a perch act that | 
presented with finesse and whose distafi 
ide of the team is the hardest working 
gal on the show. Also welcome back are 
the perennial Bakers whose juggling 
skill and style always entertain 


rn, Micr 


-armin if 


John Schmitz the equestrian director 
doubles with his wife and son to present 
a balancing turn featuring a handstand 
on a high forehead perch. Lolita Perez 
remained until mid-season with her wirt 
act. A contortionist turn was well pre 
sented by Roby and Zelda Lamont. Zelda 
also produced the choreography for thi 
year's show 3, Og d rl >, Lincolnw 
The clown chores were handled by Danville 
veterans Harry Baker, Herman Joseph leville d 1] favette 
and Bumpsy Anthony. Coc Jr \dianapoli 13 ville Ohi 
should not hesitate to bill his fea \ 17 . 
spot as “The Deluge’ is als 
England as producing clown 
Assisted by four of the fair sex 
Sagraves closes the show with the 
phants. As long as Miss Burma i 
to do her specialties, this will alway 
rate as one of the best in the country 
After an absence of three season 
Joe Rossi is back with a band of nin 


pieces; which should also have been al 


lowed to play for the rock and roll dance 
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22, Randolph 23, Mansfield 24, 
Webster 25, Red Hook, N.Y 
27, Poughkeepsie 28, Cold 
Spring 29, Pearl River 30, Fair- 
lawn, N. J. 31 
Fairlawn, N.J., Aug. |, Bloom- 
ingdale 3, Verona 4, Troy Hills 
5. Denville 6, Union 7, Wood 
bridge 8, Eatontown 10, Point 
Pleasant 11, Toms River 12 
Stone Horbor |3. Millville 14 
Cologne 15, Woodbury 17 
Pennsville 18, Marcus Hook, Pa 
19, King Prussia 20, Quakertown 
21, Easton 22, Ephrata 24, Lan- 
caster 25, Florin 26, York 27, 
New Oxford 28, Elkridge, Md 
29. Severna Park 31 
Forestville, Md., Sept |, Laurel 
2, Bethesda 3, Fredrick 4, Hag 
erstown 5, Jeanette, Pa. 7, Traf 
ford 8, Vandergrift 9, Midland 
10, Burgettstown Il], West 
Brownsville 12, Clarksburg, W 
Va 14, Fairmont 15, West 
Union 16. Mariette. Ohio 1/7 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 18, Charles 
ton 19, Huntington 21, Piketon 
Ohio 22, Wilmington 23, Le! 
anon 24, Connersville, Ind. 25, 
Southport 26, Bloomington 28, 
Vincennes 29. Evansville 30 
Loogootee, October |, Bedford 
Salem 3, Montqomery, Ohi« 
Montfort Heights 6, Fairfield 
For Hills (Dayton) 8, Medway 
_ Worthington 10, Grove Port 
Columbus) |!2 


Season Ends. Winter Quarters, Jeffer- 
n, Ohio. Season Mileage, 6,420 miles 


Newest performer on Mills Bros. Circus, 
Paul Dennis Sagrave, son of Rita and Ky 
who was born at Richmond, Ind., June 4, 
1959. 


Many people ask about old Bandwag 
We have copies of some issues dating 
1951. Write to Bandwagon of 

or list 
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. . Sept. 29 Fort Sumner, N. Mex. 
Dode Fisk Great Combined Shows, 1910 se: 30-2 Hereford, Tex 























: a Tulia, Tex. 
Contributed by Chas. E. Duble, CHS No. 39 Oct ? Sunday 
Oct 3 Lubbock, Tex 
From authentic information it is learn July 15 Cloquet, Minn Oct 4 Plainview, Tex 
ed John Marshall was the band leader July 16 : Biwabik, Minn. Oct. 5 Convon. Tex. 
with Ringling Bros. in 1890 and William July |17—Sunday Oct é Clovis, N. Mex 
F. Weldon band leader 1891-1896. Wel July 18 Eveleth, Minn Oct 7 . Roswell. N. Mex 
don was also band leader with the Dode July 19 Virginia, Minn Oct. 8 : Roswell. Ni. Mex. 
Fisk Great Combined Shows 1907-1910 July 20 _ Hibbing, Minn Oct 9——Sunday 
The writer was with Weldon’s band, 20 July 21 Coleraine, Minn Oct. 10 Hagerman, N. Mex 
in number, from August 29, 1910 t July 22 lron River, Wis Oct. 1] ‘Artesia. N. Mex 
closing date. Guy Repasz solo cornet July 23 Washburn, Wis Oct. 12 Garlelind. Mi, Mex 
and Jim McMonies piccolo, who were in July 24——Sunday Oct. 13 Pecos, Tex. 
Weldon band on Ringling Bros., were July 2 Ashiand, Wis Oct. 14 Midland. Tex 
also in Weldon’‘s band. 1910 July 2 Ironwood. Mich Oct. 15 Big Spring, Tas 
July 27 Mellen. Wis Oct. 16—Sunday 
Season 1910 Official Route July 2 Park Falls. Wis Oct 17 a 
May |4 Wi newoc Wi July 29 Owen, Wis Oct. 18 Roscoe, Tex 
May |5—Sunday July 30 Marshfield, Wis Oct. 19 Snvder, Tex 
May 16 Neilisville. Wi July 31 Sunday Oct. 20 Sweetwater, Tex 
May |7 Chippewa Falls, Wi Aug. | Waupaca, Wis. 6 9] Banevlin, “Tiss 
May 18 Stanley, Wi Aug 2 New London, Wis Oct. 22 Snide “Cais 
May 19 Medford. Wi Aug 3 Seymour, Wis Get 95 iegins 
May 20 Glenwood, Wi Aug 4 Kewaunee, Wis Oct. 24 Sinentaed “Ten 
May 2] New Richmond. Wi Aug 5 Algoma, Wis Oct. 25 Spur, Tex 
May 22—Sunday Aug 6 Sturgeon Bay, Wis Oct. 26 Aspermont, Tex 
May 23 Buffalo, Minn Aug 7—Sunday Oct. 27 Haskell. Tex 
May 24 Paynesville. Minn Aug 8 De Pere, Wis Oct. 28 Mundes Tes 
May 25 Willmar, Minn Aug 9 Kiel, Wis Oct. 29 ee 
May 26 Litchfield, Minn Aug. 10 Cedarburg, Wis Ger 30. Sanda 
May 27 Delano, Minn Aug. || Mayville, Wis Oct 3) Worn. ‘Tes 
May 28 Hutchinson, Minn Aug. 12 Ripon, Wis fs Childe. ‘Tay 
May 29—Sunday Aug. 13 Columbia, Wis ty , " Ciaanien ‘Thy 
May 30 Benson. Minn Aug 4 Sunday Nin 3 Memphis , oe 
May 31] Graceville, Minn Aug 5 Whitewater, Wi: bel oa 4 Eiowuile Tex 
June Browns Valley, Minn Aug 6 Edgerton, Wis ie : venkat Th Tex 
June 2 Morris, Minn Aug. 17 Genoa, III Nov 6—Sunday | 
June 3 Fergus Foll Minn Aug 8 Rochelle. Il! tay 7 a 
June 4 Alexanderia. Minn Aug. 19 Geneva, Ill ep g Sivas, Tex 
June § Sunday Aug. 20 Mchenry, Ill Nia 9 lackshore. “Tas 
June 6 Lona Prairie Minn Aug. 21 Sunday la, 10 lau, Tas 
June j Park Rapids, Minn Aug. 22 Lake Geneva, Wis an Bridgeport. Tex 
June 8 Be midji, Minn Aug. 23 Des Plaines al New 19 Gecenbinere é, om 
June Y F ton, Minn Aug. 24 Wheaton, III = 13 Scone ' 
June 10 Thief River Falls, Minn Aug. 25 Earlville, III a hege Rtestuerrville, “Tex 
June Weoarren, Minn Aug. 26 Morristown, Ill ‘Sty 15 Comanche, Tas 
June 2—Sunday Aug. 2/ De Witt, III Nie Tie Benks “Tat 
June 13 Cavalier, N. Dak Aug. 2 Sunday Mince 19 Paton tas 
June 4 Grafton, N. Dak Aug. 29 Mount Vernon, lowa Nov. 18 Ratinaan Tis 
June 5 Pork River. N. Doak Aug. 30 Toled lowa Kies 1 Goldthwaite. Tex 
June 6 Hannah, N. Dak Aug. 31 Ames, lowa Ning Of) a Ha , 
June |/7 Langdon, N. Dak Sept ] Glidden, lowa et >] Lemiooss. ‘Tes 
June 18 Lakota, N. Dak Sept 2 Dunlap, lowa Nov. 22 Cameron, Tex 
June |19——Sunday Sept 3 Manning, lowa Nov. 23 Calduall Tax. 
June 20 Rolla, N. Dak Sept 4—Sunday as a Contos, Tax 
June 2! Cando, N. Dal Sept > Marian, lowa Nov. 25 Madisonville, Tex 
June 22 Rugby, N. Dak Sept 6 Griswold, lowa ‘Sha 6 tas al 
June 23 Westhope, N. Dak Sept 7 Malvern, lowa ee OF Brien é, 
June 24 Bottineau, N. Dak Sept 8 Sidney, lowa ‘Sat 8 — 
June 25 Towner, N. Dak Sept 9 Corning, lowa Nov. 29 Palestine, Tex 
June 26—Sunday Sept. 10 Tarkio, Mo Nov. 30 ve og on 
June 27 Lansford, N. Dak Sept. |] Sunday Dec ) err 
June 28 Granville, N. Dak Sept. 12 Mound City, Mo ~~ a a aly a 
June 29 Leeds, N. Dak Sept. 13 Savannah, Mo Dec 5 Sd ence liaicans Tex 
June 30 Minnewaukan, N. Dak Sept. 14 Valley Falls, Kan Dec 4 ne ' 
July Esmond, N. Dak Sept 5 Burlingame, Kan oe 5 a ae 
July ? New Rockford, N. Dok Sept 6 Marion, Kan oe ‘ dion Te. 
July 3—Sunday Sept ] Ellinwood, Kan Dec 5 ec Wie 
July 4 Turtle Lake, N. Dak Sept 8—Sunday Dec g ahh lane 
July 5 Carrinaton, N. Dak Sept 9 Syracuse, Kan Bee 9 ancien: ae 
July 6 La Moure,. N. Dak Sept. 20 Lamar, Colo ae: FR il jae 
July ] Libbon. N. Dak Sept. 2] Las Animas, Colo oe 1 epee é’ 
July & Detroit, Minn Se pt 22 Rocky Ford, Colo Dec 12 , Hempstead Tex. 
un ; ecihiies ica ible ator, MN. lex Dec. 13 Giddings, Tex 
July 1}0—sun sept. 24 Las Vegas, N. Mex Dec. 14 Brenham, Tex 
July 1) Wadena, Minn Sept. 25 Sunday 
July 12 Staples, Minn Sept. 26 Santa Fe, N. Mex Show played 182 stands in 11 states 
July 13 Little Fall Minn Sept. 27 Albuquerque, N. Mex during the 1910 season. Total mileage 
July 14 Aitkin, Minn Sept. 2 Willard, N. Mex 10,856 miles 
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7 STAR BACK REVIEW 


BY ROBERT C. KING 


‘ 


Percherons Proudly Prancing 


LAST OF THE FORTY-HORSE _ porade of the Robinson shi 1 Europe from 1898 to 1902. There 
DRIVERS Wheeling. He continued this f yrt } t itfal : yersonnel 
P ‘ of the season oat least ie 1907 yroara 
The autobiography of Jake Posey As he grew into manhood, Jake Oo ' contains a number of very 


Vantage Press, New York, N. Y. connected with a number of circuses. a jOOd pn iat will be of great inter 


hostler and driver. He later tells - driv rr QO cover a number 
ak Pos is known to all circus a Weronay eee ore - “: Oo 
Jake Posey is C ine sho 0 Ila Barnum and Baile, 


historians as one of the qreatest. if not ing the 4Q-horse hitch in Europe 
the greatest of long-string drivers. He Jim Thomas was unable to do s From 
of Barnum the Barnum show. he went to the Buffal! 


t 


the $2.95 that 
is best known as the driver i. i 4 ivailable throua! 
and Bailey's 40-horse team. Now at the Bill Wild West, not returning to the ; Circus Misteden! Sheten Sina 
_— | { - \ ( ( ° 
age of 95, Jake Posey has written of his state, but going directly from the con i Mi thduitalene Weesteuca Cents > 
life and memories over 65 years with tinent to England to join out. After hav j : a da a ee 
- st 3]st Street, New York N.Y 
the circus. ing been with a number of other circuse 
over the years, Jake brought his circu 


Jake had the good fortune to ha 
7 % lie ig itr career to an end, with the Hagenbeck TWO CLOSINGS IN ONE YEAR 


been born in Indiana, in a very smal . 

community along the old Whitewater Wallace Show, under H ward Barry in Furnicied by Bob Tobe 

Canal. He came by his driving duties 1937, having been with if for 65 be : 

naturally, as his Father and brother were years When the Great Wallace Shows played 
operating a canal boat at that time. He This book contains many very inter Riverside, California, Nov. 4, 1898, it 
tells us of later mowing to Cincinnati esting descriptions of big top sizes, al IS Dut a few days before the cl 
where he was first exposed to the circus, though we feel that who ever wrote of the second tour in one year 
when his Father worked for John Robin down for Jake misunderstood what he Recently Mr William West of 
son Circus as a hostler. From then on said, and at times described the size t Miami C uUNTY Historical 
through his growing years, Jake moved the top wrong. In addition to this infor Indiana, furnished me with some inter 
from place to place, as his Father work mation there are lists of pers 

ed for other circuses. At the age of |0 many circuses, and ends with the itiner in 1898 


) » Ifa La } 
years Jake drove a |!Q0-pony hitch in the ary of the Barnum and Bailey circus in In the Peru Republican of January 
1898, told of how the sh w was back 


quarters after closing a few day: previ 


ciety t Pery 


nnel of esting information on the Wallace show 


at Gainesville Fl rido 
The Now had pened in Peru 
.> AA = 
April 1898. Wa ut 38 week 


AL G BARNES ITEMS traveled 15 000 mile used 25 railr sd 
° : Ind played in |7 states 


lt was in quarters but a short. time 
PHOTOS opening again in Peru on April 30 of the 


1936 panoramic picture of performers, staff, clown: ans <1Q me vear 
$1.25: 5x7, 60¢ 12 old waqon and train view: 1916-1934. § lt remained in Indiana for q week 
lot scenes, $ | To pi Ivind IHlin | qQ h rt time in All erta 


Canada following Wisconsin 
FAMOUS TRAINERS IN ACTION At Racine Joe Anderson. an elephant 
7 assorted views of Mabel Stark. Terrel Jacobs, Bert Nels handler, was killed by Prince 
size, $1.00; 5x7 size $3.00 The Republican of Nov 25, 1898 
| ial The hy > >” () e Si ( . 
CIRCUS HISTOR , Ww € OW I ina } t th tate 


| : iit went west almost direct to the 
Route cards before 1937 assorted shows. 3 for $ . 929 typed Tru 7 
Sa , ¢9 75 ruckee California via long jumps 
() Y f cf 818) >Z S 
route with daily financial report, 3 reaching the latter city on October 4 


FAN PAPERS, ETC. For nine da S the show exhibited ti 
Qld copies of White Tops, 40¢; Circus Review, 35¢; Greater Sh furn-away ds in Central Park, San 


WwW 
Franciscc 
Worl 
rid, 50¢ £15 LOOK _— The show left California after River 


side clacinn “ ) 
Letterheads, routes, pictures larger than 8x10 suitable for circus room ide rv ING ie easc it Albuquerque 
‘ 1eXIc j i™~ 


New \ 
25¢ gets one item; write your wants; no general lists 


It was an unusually ng run to winter 


TABER quarters not arriving there until the 
18th 


3668 Comer Avenue Riverside, California Thus the tw closinas in 1898 wer 
Florida in January and New Mexico in 
November 
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THE CIRCUS CITY FESTIVAL 


Peru, Indiana, September 17, 18, 19 


The econd annual Circus City Festival 
was held in Peru, Indiana, September 
17-18 and 19. T ay that it wa ) suc 
ce is putting it mildly. The Chamber 
f Commerce and the merchant f Peru 
worked hard on this event ind are t 
be praised for what they did. As you 
know, primarily this w } f timu 
lant for the merchants, but it long pa ( 
that point. It | ecome mear t 
rouse the itizen f Pery ft Keacome 
interested in Tale metning t per 
petuate the memory f the Circu in 
their city Muct uSSION wa neard 
n the matter of Circus City Museum 
where the mar rticle T ircusianga ft 
be found in Per m e exhibited. We 

f CHS 1 ry furtner this [{ 
ject 1 t rir iene f lit 





Agnes King celebrates her second birthday at 


Peru Circus 
and Dean Hall, 


Commerce. 





























Festival. 


With her 


the 
The 


are 


September-October, 





Ann King, 
Secretary ot Peru Chamber of 
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were t be tound man item t great 
interest t ircu istoriar well 
ind exhibit T m ie| D\ tne Circu 
Model Builders. who had a meeting there 
On Sunday SET rember 20 The mer 
event of interest w the parade. NO 

it wasn’t all circus, but it did nave many 
tloat that followed the circus theme 
Prize were given in tw lass fOr 
floats that carried out the circus idea 
Judges for this parade were Don Franci 
John Boyle Ray Markle and Aan«e 
King, with Bob King as chairman. Ail are 
CHS members.- It’ was a swell parade, and 
everyone is to Dé mplimented upon it 
A dinner in the ‘ KNOuSs¢ followed the 
parade, In the evening inner w held 
at the Tally-H whict Ww ittende 
niv the Fe 11 Committee but 


Clown Clut ind Model Builder Thi 
wa followed by movie 
The following member f CHS were 
in Peru for the Festival, and all expre sed 
the jesire t return for the |960 event: 
Ronald Bacor John Boyle, Chalmer 
Condon and Mr Condon, Albert Con 
ver, Dick Conove ind Mr Conover 





Wallace and Co.'s Wagon, owned and driven 
by Bob Weaver of Peru, a CHS member. 


Don DeWer nd Mri DeWee Franci 
Fisher Don Franci Floyd Gettinger 
Frank Goldquist md = Mr Goldquist 
M. G. Gorrow and Mr Gorrow, Warren 
Harding, Art John The 3 Kings, Marion 
Lewi nd Mr Lewis, Fred Lohman and 
Mr Lohmar Ray Markle, Bob Mathe 
ind Mr Mathe Dr (seorqe Meeker 
Ferrol Meeker Maraoaret Miller Ollie 
Miller. Charl. Milroy and Mr Mitre 


rat inapege eo Rea 


roy”. 
* 





Cage wagon belonging to Warren Harding of 
Peru, a CHS member. Wagon is driven by CHS 


Bob Robinson of Mendon, Michigan, who also 
owns the horses he is driving. 
George Piercy and Mrs. Piercy, Bob Rob 
inson Bill Runser and Mr Runser 
Whitey davaae Fred Senger, Bob and 
Norman Senhauser ind their Mother 
Don Smith and Mr Smith, Bob Turner 
Frank Van Eps nd Mr Van Epp 
lohnny Vogelsangq and Mr: Vogelsanag 
Bob Weaver MAr William West. Ray 
mond White Kenneth Whipple 

W ure wish that u uld have 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


Now is the time for the bi-annual elec 
tion of officers for CHS. We were quite 
pleased with the response on the nomin 
ations, and after contacting those con 


cerned, we have the slate ready 

Under Article VI of the Constitution 
and By-Laws, Section B reads; Ballot 
cards will be included with the Septem 
ber October issue of the Bandwagon, 
and returns must be in the office of the 
Election Commissioner not later than 
November |QOth (not postmark date). 


The post card is this issue 
f the Bandwagon an unavoid 
ible delay the return 
ate of these cards. Read the card care 
that you may the 
gate is 
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We Change 
Photographs 









Send up to 30 unwanted prints and $1. 
We will return the same number of a 
similiar type and quality. 


Specialists in CIRCUS ACTS, 
STRONG MEN & WOMEN. 


Rennie, 2 Albany Quad., Springboid, 
GLASGOW, SCOTLAND. 
























‘A Ticket to the Circus” 


BY CHARLES PHILLIP FOX 


Author of “Circus Parades” & ‘Circus Trains” 


A 75 year picture history of the Ringling Brothers and their Circus 


360 photographs covering years 1884 — 1959. 


Chapters on Wagon Show, Trains, Winterquarters, Management, Rolling 


Stock, Horses, Elephants. 


Preface and one chapter written by daughters of Charley and Gus 


Ringling. 


Dozens of reproductions of rare letterheads, couriers, lithos, route 


books, and other documents. 


Photos of wagons, tents and equipment. Detailed photos of tent 
stakes, bale rings. Photos of wait paper, oldtime menagerie and 


featured animals. 


Billboard says ‘’The book is 
fresh and different—not a 
rundown of featured acts or 
a rehash of highlights.” 


PRICE $10.00 


AT MOST BOOK STORES OR 
ORDER DIRECT FROM 


SUPERIOR PUBLISHING CO. 


2809 3RD AVE. 
SEATTLE 11. WASHINGTON 





